Builder Site Preparation for Residential Temporary Heat Activation (Construction and
Finishing)

Builders must contact Enbridge Gas Distribution to request activation of the meter set for
residential temporary heat purposes.
1. Builders must ensure they request the correct type of temporary heat (construction or
finishing); depending on the appliance and site conditions they have available.
Note: Site and furnace preparation requirements are more stringent for finishing heat. If
the builder’s furnace is approved for construction heat it is recommended to request
construction heat activation rather than finishing heat.
2. A site visit will be scheduled to assess the site and installation to determine if it meets
the criteria set forth in the Enbridge guidelines for activation.
3. Prior to final occupancy, Enbridge is required to perform initial installation inspections on
all gas equipment on the premises (O.reg 212/01).
4. When arranging the site for temporary heat, the builder must be aware that the process
and site conditions to use a furnace for construction heat and the process and site
conditions to use a furnace for finishing heat are different. Builders cannot switch
between these two processes with the same furnace, as the requirements for the
furnace’s protection and site conditions are not the same.
The minimum site requirements that must be in place prior to scheduling any appointment with
Enbridge for meter set activation for temporary heat are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The foundation is poured and capped.
The building is unoccupied and under construction.
The site will provide safe operating conditions for the appliance being activated.
The appliance being activated for construction heat is installed and connected to the
meter set.
The meter is protected from damage during the construction process and safely
accessible.
Safe access to and from the construction site is provided.
Safe access in and out of the building and basement is provided.

Note: Safe access to be provided and maintained in accordance with the Occupational Health
and Safety Act, under Ontario Regulation 213/91 – Construction Projects.
In addition to the minimum requirements listed above, the following site conditions must be met
depending on the appliance being activated:

Using a Temporary Natural Gas Residential Construction Heater
The Technical Standards & Safety Authority (TSSA) and Ontario Regulations require anyone
installing, activating or operating a natural gas fired construction heater to hold a current Record
of Training (ROT) certification (must be renewed every three years), or possess a G2 license or
greater (regulation 215/01).
•
•

•

•

The ROT certification must be on hand and presented when rental companies deliver
the construction heaters to the site.
The residential construction heater must be installed according to manufacturer’s
installation instructions, the Natural Gas and Propane Installation code, and per all local
codes and regulations with regards to construction heat use.
Complete the meter activation for temporary heat appointment form and provide 72
hours (3 business days) advance notice. Appointments can be scheduled by using the
online form available at buildwithgas.com or by faxing it to 1-800-494-6411.
ROT certificate information must be documented on site and provided for reference
when Enbridge performs meter activation for temporary heat. An installation/operators
tag must appear at the appliance or meter being activated and must contain the
certificate holders license information. (It can be filled out on a blank test tag and zip-tied
to the heater or meter outlet.)

Using a Residential Furnace for Construction Heat:
*Important: The site requirements in this section only apply to furnaces approved
for construction heat.
Please be advised that manufacturers have prohibited the use of their furnaces for construction
heat. This will be noted in their installation instructions as follows: “Gas furnaces manufactured
on or after May 1, 2017 are not permitted to be used in Canada for heating of buildings or
structures under construction”.
Furnaces manufactured prior to May 1, 2017 or others not reflecting the above statement are
allowed to be used for construction heat as long as the certified manufacturer’s instructions do
not prohibit such use.
The TSSA and Ontario Regulations require anyone installing, activating or operating a natural
gas furnace for construction heat to possess a G2 license or greater.
•
•
•

The furnace must be approved for construction heat purposes by the manufacturer, and
listed for such use within the manufacturer’s literature.
The installer must be a licensed G2 fitter or higher to install the equipment. The
equipment must be specifically approved for construction heat use.
The house must be closed in with the windows, doors, insulation, vapour barrier and roof
covering installed.

•
•

•

•

Permanent wiring must be installed through a breaker panel and customer switch.
The furnace must be installed according to manufacturer’s installation instructions, the
Natural Gas and Propane Installation code, and per all local codes and regulations with
regards to construction heat use.
Complete the meter activation for temporary heat appointment form and provide 72
hours (3 business days) advance notice. Appointments can be scheduled by using the
online form available at buildwithgas.com or by faxing to 1-800-494-6411.
The fitter fuels certification must be documented on site and provided for reference when
Enbridge performs the meter activation for temporary (construction) heat. A completed
pressure test tag must appear for the appliance being activated and must contain all
information that is required for an initial appliance activation inspection.

Using a Residential Furnace for Finishing Heat:
*Important: Furnaces that are not approved for construction heat may only be used for finishing
heat, as per the TSSA advisory (FS-232-17).The TSSA advisory outlines the accepted practice
of using residential gas furnaces to heat a home during finishing stages of construction, prior to
homeowner occupancy, provided that strict requirements are followed.
The TSSA and Ontario Regulations require anyone installing, activating or operating a natural
gas furnace for temporary heat to possess a G2 license or greater.
The following site conditions must be met:
•

•
•
•

The furnace’s return air and supply air openings must be covered to minimize infiltration
of dust and/or debris during early stages of construction prior to activation for finishing
heat (e.g. drywall installation, woodworking).
All interior drywall must be installed, taped, sanded and first coat of primer applied.
The building must be cleaned of all debris and drywall dust.
A new furnace filter must be installed, rated at MERV 11 or finer. The filter itself must be
labelled accordingly by the manufacturer for easy identification.

Note: Different MERV11 filters will have different pressure drops. The builder must ensure that
he/she is selecting the appropriate filter for the model furnace and configuration to be installed.
Example:

•

After finishing heat has been completed and prior to initial installation inspection it is
requested the builder to ensure that a new filter is installed as per manufacturer
instructions for final occupancy of the premises.

•

The builder and contractor must review and complete all required sections of the
Enbridge finishing heat activation form which can be found at www.buildwithgas.com or
by contacting Builder Services at 1-888-316-3220.
The Finishing Heat Activation Form must be completed before Enbridge is call for meter
set activation for temporary heat (finishing).
If the builder is switching automatically from a portable construction heater to a furnace
for finishing heat the form must be completed before the furnace is activated for finishing
heat. In order to ensure that all requirements for finishing heat activation are considered.
The finishing heat activation form is a required document to be completed by the builder
and furnace installer, this document contains a checklist of points that must be signed off
and in place prior to finishing heat activation.
• Enbridge requires the heating
contractor/builder to complete, sign, and post
the finishing heat activation form.
• The finishing heat form can be placed
on the return air ducting or in a readily
accessible location (on-site), preferably by the
furnace. If placed on a readily accessible
location (on-site), the builder/installer must
ensure that the form will not be removed during
finishing heat or before the initial installation
inspections is conducted.

•
•

•

Note: We recommend that a second copy be
made and stored safely with the builder.

•

•

•

• The site will not be considered ready if
the form is not present or it is incomplete. In
that case the activation of the meter set will not
occur.
The furnace must be installed by a licensed certificate holder and according to
manufacturer’s installation instructions, the Natural Gas and Propane Installation code,
and per all local codes and regulations.
Complete the meter activation for temporary heat appointment form and provide 72
hours (3 business days) advance notice. Appointments can be scheduled by using the
online form available at buildwithgas.com or by faxing it to 1-800-494-6411.
The fitter fuels certification must be documented on site and provided for reference when
Enbridge performs the meter activation for finishing heat. A completed pressure test tag
must appear for the appliance being activated and must contain all information that is
required for an initial appliance activation inspection.

*Important: If a new service has been previously activated by Enbridge for a portable
construction heater, switching to a furnace, as indicated in this document, is acceptable
provided that all accompanying requirements are maintained and initial installation inspections
are performed prior to occupancy.
*Caution: Once a service or appliance has been activated for temporary heat, the
builder/contractor must take continued precautions to maintain site conditions that are
acceptable by the appliance manufacturer and TSSA Advisory (FS-232-17). Caution must be
made to ensure an activated appliance operates safely and per manufacturer design and
specification.
To ensure that you follow the requirements set out by Enbridge regarding Temporary Heat, we
have created Technical Resources with all the information the needed by the builder. The
bulletins can be found at buildwithgas.com or by contacting your local Channel Consultant.
Please be aware that failure to adhere to the above guidelines can result in a builder’s privileges
to use natural gas for temporary heat being revoked and safety infractions may also be referred
to Enbridge’s Customer Safety and Compliance Department.
For more information or updates, please visit buildwithgas.com or call Builder Services at 1-866787-8566.

